Studio In Art Syllabus Reform Update

In the last two issues of the NYSATA News, we focused on the high school reform trend and the long
overdue need to update the Studio In Art syllabus, last published in 1972 and still in partial use by many
teachers across the state. We invited readers to submit their thoughts about SIA, and the NYSATA
News has received several responses. At the Art: Inside Out annual NYSATA conference in November,
President Patricia Groves, Treasurer and Past-President Cynthia Wells, Special Citation Award winner
retired art educator Dr. Robert vonHunke, and NYSATA News Editor and Past-President Jennifer
Childress hosted a panel discussion on what changes art educators wanted to see in the SIA
document.

At the beginning of the seminar, a questionnaire was used to collect data and generate discussion. We
thought you@ like to hear the initial results of the questionnaire. If you@ like to add your thoughts to this
information pool, please see the questionnaire on the next page. (Also available on www.nysata.org).
Submission deadline is March 1, 2008 . The goal of this questionnaire is to show NYSED that this is a
serious need, and to urge the new Visual Arts Associate to make this a priority.

FYI Ba 10% sample is usually the lowest acceptable threshold for validation that the field is well-
represented. While this is not a GcientificOeffort, we do want to show that the need is real. So far, we
have returns from about 40 art educators (thank you!) Assuming that about one half of the roughly 3000
NYSATA members teach or have taught high school, our current sample is at about 2.6%. That means
that we need at least 110 more responses. Please urge your colleagues to weigh in on this important
effort.

Proposed timeline/action plan is as follows:

Actions Date

Gather data via questionnaire, website, e-mail November 2007 - March 1, 2008
Inform and alert new NYSED VA Associate January 2008

Present NYSATA Board with data summary so far, ask for March 15, 2008

letter of support to NYSED

Collate data; prepare and disseminate summary via e-mail, April 2008

website, NYSATA News

Send formal request to NYSED VA Associate

Enter planning phase, committee work, budget proposal Summer 2008

Highlights from Summary of Responses collected so far:

The general feeling has been yes, we emphatically need and want a new syllabus for SIA.

I 65% responded they owned a copy of the syllabus; 75% referred to it rarely or never.

I 86% responded their building administrator was NOT familiar with the SIA syllabus, and 80%
indicated their administrator never talked with them about SIA (usually @epartment chair .Q

I 90% responded that others taught SIA in their school/district; and 67% discussed SIA curriculum
regularly or occasionally with others teaching it.

I Opinions about professional quality of SIA Syllabus were overwhelmingly negative, @utdatedObeing
most common response. Many thought it was good in its day but no longer meets the needs of
stduents and cureent times.

I 64% felt the SIA Syllabus needed a Qotal rewriteQ and 32% indicated @ignificant revision of parts.O

I 67% worked in districts where other courses besides SIA were taken to meet the 1 unit of art credit;
these courses were variously titled: Art Explorations, Media Arts Foundations, Crafts Foundations,
DDP, Technical Drawing, CAD, Technology, Graphic Design, Drawing & Painting, Interior Design,
Textiles, Photography. 78% indicated these courses needed a common core (22% left this part
unanswered)

I 86% had not participated in Portfolio Project (some negative responses indicated they wanted to,
however)

I 56% indicated they wanted to serve on an electronic committee to call for a new SIA Syllabus from
NYSED.




ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Studio In Art Questionnaire

Your Name: email:
NYSATA Section/Region: Phone: (h)r (w)
School:
School Address:
City: New York Zip:

1. Do you have a copy of the New York State Education Department Studio in Yes/No

Syllabus? Regularly
How o'en do you refer to the Syllabus in youirtgach Occasionally
Rarely
Never
2. Is your building administrator familiar with the NYSED Studio in Art Syllabus: Yes / No
Has he/she ever asked to see a copy? Yes/No
Has he/she ever sat down with you to discuss the content, goals, off @jetitv Yes / No
in Art?
3. Are there other art teachers in your school district who teach Studio in Art? = Yes/No
If yes, how o!en do you meet with them to discuss SIA curriculum? Regularly
Occasionally
Rarely
Never

4. Wha is your opinion of the professional quality of the NYSED Studio in Art S
How well do think it represents state of the art teaching in Studio in Art?

5. DO YOU F€COMMENM .....ocveieiiieietirtiie et s se s s e mmmmm e 4214 25252 s Total rewrite
I If you think it should be rewritten what resources should be used and wh Signi“cant
should be followed? revision of part
I If you think it should be revised what material should be kept? A few updates

I If you think it just needs an updateat is most outdated in the syllabus? No change

6. Is Studio in Art the only course o#ered in your district to meet the Regents i Yes/No
Arts Graduation Requirement?

If not, what other coursestfdy is most frequently used?

Do you feel these various courses should have a central overlapping core
What might that include?

7. What are some examples of what students should know and be able to do &
the Studio in Art experience?

8. Have you had students participate in the NYSATA Portfolio Project? Yes /No
If yes, has patrticipating e#ected any change in how you teach Studio In Art?

Yes/No

9. Would you be interested in serving on an electvormittee to dra! a resolution ' Yes/No
calling for rewriting the NYSED Studio in Art Syllabus?

Please return completed SIA Questionnaire by  March 1, 2008 to Jennifer Childress, The College of Saint Rose, 432
Western Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 or fax 51 8-485-3920. Send any questions to childrej@strose.edu . Add additional
space as needed.




