
YES!

Can you require 
student 

involvement?

Can you sub this activity in without creating extra
“busywork”? Does this ask young artists to go
through the creative process? Can you connect to
one or more Studio Habits of Mind?

Should I do this “thing” admin asked me to do?

Does this meaningfully 
connect to the Standards?

Hard Pass!! 
You don’t have time for that 

unless you are 
getting paid as a freelance 

artist.

Negotiate
Admin won’t take a “No”?

You’re uncomfortable saying 
“No”? Can you ask for release 

time, turn this into a club 
activity, or make this a 

voluntary, “opt-in” 
activity?

Does this connect to a Big Idea & Essential 
question? Does this ask students to make
 their own creative choices?

Does this meaningfully fit into 
your curriculum?

When’s the deadline? Will you need to do any
research? How much? Will it stress you out? Do
you have the supplies & equipment needed to 
do this in a way you feel proud of?

(i.e., will their name as the artist go 
on/near the work; will they be 
thanked publicly?)

Does this make
your art program

more visible?

YES!

YES!

YES!

YES!

Is there enough lead time 
to prepare?

Will young artists get 
credit for their work? 

NO!

Worth it?
Is the time investment worth 

what  you and your 
students will get out of it?
How can you avoid being

the free design dept?

Credit
What’s the point if your 
young artists’ don’t get 

credit? Authors get credit, 
athletes get credit, 
why shouldn’t we?

It’s Advocacy!
If student learning is there 

and you can make it work. If 
it makes sense, gives credit,

 and adds visibility, 
why not? 

NO!

NO!

(It might be a good way to advocate for my art program..)
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