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What Is Youth Art Month? 
 
• Youth Art Month (YAM) is an annual observance each 

March to emphasize the value of art and art education for 

all children and to encourage public support for quality 

school art programs.  

 

• This observance is coordinated through the Art and 

Creative Materials Institute, a non profit organization of art  

and craft materials manufacturers. 

 

• Established in 1961, YAM provides a forum for 

acknowledging skills that are not possible in other subjects.  

 

• The Council for Art Education (CFAE), a sponsor of Youth 

Art Month, adopted the national theme, “Art Shapes The 

World!” It is endorsed by the National Art Education 

Association and co sponsored by AMACO/NASCO. 

 

• Art education develops self- expression, appreciation the 

work of others, self – esteem, cooperation with others and 

critical thinking skills – all valuable to the success of our 

future leaders – our students! 



From 2008 to Now…. 
Our program started with advocacy poster 

submissions representing NYS at the NAEA 

Conferences in NYC( 07), New Orleans 

(08),Minneapolis (09) and Baltimore(10) with 

our first full art panel display. 

Formally endorsed by NYSATA in  

2010,our first flag was hung at the 

Seattle NAEA in 2011. 



7 National YAM Awards in 8 Years! 

 
Thanks to our dedicated NYS 

Art Teachers!! 

Seattle NAEA 

NYC 

NAEA 

Ft. Worth NAEA 

Award of  Excellence 2012 

Award of 

Merit 

2013 

And 

2014! 

 

Award of Merit 2014 – New Orleans 

And – 2015 Award of Merit 

TBA -  NAEA 2016 Chicago 
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What Can It Do For My Students 

and Art Program? 

• Advocacy for the arts is essential to maintain and 
expand programs in New York State in this time 
of economic crisis and pressure on districts. 

 

• The Arts are at the forefront of 21st century 
learning and a key component to developing the 
workforce needed by business. 

 

• New York state teachers need advocacy tools to 
use to build and maintain support for their 
programs. 

 

• NYSATA has an advocacy structure in place to 
support this program. 

• APPR – community involvement, 
communications with parents, professional 
collaborations. 



National YAM Organization – Council for Art Education, Inc. 

AMACO and NASCO 

Collects State Data 

Hosts YAM Museum at NAEA Convention 

Coordinates themes and works with state chairs 

Clearing house for ideas and program coordination 

State Chairs 
*Coordinate events/Set theme 

*Collect and compile events from  

across NYS to submit to ACMI 

*Participate in  

National YAM Museum at NAEA Convention  

*Scrapbook Submissions 

*Work with State YAM Committee/Region 

Flag Design Contest 
Locally developed events 

& programs 
Legislative Art Show 

National YAM 
Museum 

Scrapbook Judging 
State Awards 

YAM Organizational Flow Chart 



1. National Flag Design Contest. 

2. Statewide – Legislative Art Show – the 

flagship event for New York. 

3. Celebrate in your school and 

Community – local and regionally. 
Our Events 



1.Flag Design 

Flag Design 



Georgia Berry, an eighth grader at Maple Avenue Middle School, designed a flag that was selected as the official New York 
State flag design in the Youth Art Flag Design Competition.  Georgia's design, in addition to winners from other states, will 
be made into a large flag and displayed at the National Art Education Association Convention in New Orleans. 
 
"I am very proud of Georgia and all of our art students, who participated in the Youth Art Month Flag Design Competition. 
Georgia is a phenomenal artist and we cannot wait to see what she will create next! All the participants design's illustrate 
just how much our students excel at creative problem solving and design challenges. This speaks to the value and quality 
of our district's investment in a strong K-12 Visual Arts Program. Congratulations again to Georgia," said Bradlea Raga-
Barone. 
 
The Youth Art Flag Design Competition is hosted by the National Art Education Association. Each state chapter hosts a 

competition for a student flag design to represent their state at the National Conference annually.  
 

 http://www.saratogaschools.org/news.cfm?story=101042&school=0 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our New York State Flag Winner - 2015 



National Flag Design Contest 

Using our  new  theme, Art Builds 

Bridges, students submit entries 

for the 2015  NYS YAM Flag. 

One design will represent NYS and be 

made into our official flag. 

To help promote YAM, the Council sponsors the event 

“School Flags Across The U.S. –Flying High”. 

 

Winners are selected from each state and designs made 

 into a 3 x 5 foot flag. 

 

We also make a smaller flag for the student to  keep. 

 

Flags are shown at the NAEA convention in the Youth Art 

Month Museum, then returned to each state 



What do we do to participate in the 

Flag Design Contest? 

• There is a set of guidelines in your folder with the steps for the flag 

design, as well as a handout for student use.  

 

• All of these documents are also available at 

http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month 

     website under Programs-Youth Art Month. 

 

• Digital images are due to us by January 10, 2015. 

http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month




Be sure to include signed release 

form with each flag entry! 

 

Entries are due January 8, 2106 

Mail to:  

 

Julia Lang Shapiro 

Director of Media, Fine and    

Performing Arts – Long Beach Public 

Schools 

235 Lido Beach Blvd 

 

Lido Beach, NY 11561 

 

Or scan and email to: 

jlang@lbeach.org 

 

mailto:jlang@lbeach.org


Release Form for 2016 





All NYSATA members are encouraged to participate in the YAM/LAS 

show as our Flagship Event in New York State. 

Partnering with this well established event allows us a fresh approach to 

Art Advocacy in our state as we work with the New York State Alliance for 

the Arts in coordinating this week long exhibition at the Legislative Office 

Building. 

Strategically important, this show occurs in early March, during budget 

hearings. 

Entry information is also at www.nysata.org  >Programs > Legislative Art 

Show. 

Entry Deadline: JANUARY 14, 2016 AT NYSUT 

Opening: Thursday March 3, 2016 

http://www.nysata.org/


 10 Ideas to Use in Your Community…. 

• Approach local doctor’s offices and medical facilities to hang student art work 

      in waiting rooms and public areas. 

 

• Make and wear art ties, visors, bandanas, decorate sneakers 

 

• Create book art sculptures ( hand made books) for a library display. Create book jackets. 

 

• Host an Empty Bowls project with a community partner. Or, work with the music department as it is also Music In 

Our Schools month and schedule a performance during this event. 

 

• Statewide postcard exchange with another 

      school or legislator, etc. 

 

• Student designed placemats and table tents 

      that can be used by local restaurants. 

 

• Community Canned Food Drive – Based on unit about Andy  

      Warhol and his Campbell’s Soup Series – “ You CAN Make  

      A Difference”. 

 

• Calendars of student artwork, present to 

      businesses or nursing homes. 

 

• Select an Honorary Chairperson; appoint a 

      local celebrity who is supportive of the arts 

      and art education. 

 

• Use our YAM Bookmarks Lesson Plan and create visual  

      reminders for distribution at your local library! 

Don’t forget to notify the media 

about your event! 

Use our Media Advisory and Press 

release templates to  communicate 

your message easily to the press 

and TV! 



School Wide Celebration 

Edwards - Knox Central School 

Activities involving students and faculty, 

 facilitated by Jennifer Impey 



Spirit Week – Color/Pattern 

Theme Days. 

 

POP ART Day 

Giant YAM Participation Mural 



Frankfort – Schuyler  

Elementary 

School 

 

• Gallery Walk 

• “You Can Make A Difference” 



Frankfort Village Library YAM 

Intermediate level Art Show 

Northport Village Hall   

YAM Secondary Level Art Show 



Northport High School– Empty Bowls Project. 

Bringing the arts to the community for social action. 



Trumansburg YAM 2014 



Herkimer County Youth Art Month Show @ Bassett Healthcare 

Herkimer NY 

County art show sponsored by 

art teachers in a professional 

development group. Over 150 

works of art from 11 schools 

were displayed. 

Health care facilities 

are great venues for 

artwork due to high 

traffic and are 

supportive of the arts! 

Self Funded T shirts were 

available at a nominal cost 

 to the students. 



Northport Central School – Village Hall Show. Julia Lang Shapiro – Dept. Chairperson 
and YAM Co-Chairperson 

New partnership with  
Bassett -  Little Falls Hospital 

Region 3 



Special Events and 
Materials  

Developed  
In Celebration of 
Youth Art Month 

Event photos reflect noteworthy exhibitions 
as outlined in the Regional description. 

Examples of our Flag Design program and 

new Bookmarks project are included. 

Region 10  NYSATA and Hauppauge High 
School  ( Long Island) have offered 

extensive YAM workshops for students in 
grades 4 – 12  and teachers for several 

years. This is their information and 
registration brochure. 



New Ideas… 

 



Visit our FB Page and Website for copies of  
Common Core lesson plans designed especially for 
the YAM: 
  
Flag Design Challenge  
 
New incentive project  YAM Bookmark Design 
 
https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/YAM2015/yam%202015%2
0art%20builds%20bridges%20bookmark%20lesson%20plan.pdf 

 
 

https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/YAM2015/yam 2015 art builds bridges bookmark lesson plan.pdf
https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/YAM2015/yam 2015 art builds bridges bookmark lesson plan.pdf
https://nysata.memberclicks.net/assets/YAM2015/yam 2015 art builds bridges bookmark lesson plan.pdf


4. The National YAM Museum 

at the 

 NAEA Conference 



5. Reporting…Reporting… 

Reporting!! 



How Do We Report Our Activities? 

     There is a copy of the reporting form in your folder and it is available on the 

www.nysata.org  website under Programs> YAM. 

 

    Your data is very important as we assess the program yearly and submit our 

report and Youth Art Month Scrapbook for national review and judging. 

 Send information to either your REGION Chairs – 

  or to Donnalyn By JUNE 1st! 

 

We produce a 26 slide powerpoint that is evaluated by 

by rubric by the CFAE for national awards. 

http://www.nysata.org/


Youth Art Month Awareness  
And Community Support 2015 

• Added Sargent Art as a special event sponsor for 2016. They will provide a trip to NYC for 
our YAM Flag Winner. 

• Added 5 people to our State YAM Committee who meet 4 times a year at our New York 
State Art Teacher’s Association Board of Trustees meeting. Created Google Drive folder 
for group. 

• Incorporated the use of Google Forms for State Reporting. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tlVGagXb17X4LJc_Z7Iw86n4K5kAGAcvJlxZEz_eZ1w/ed
it 

• New community support for YAM exhibition – Bassett Healthcare – Little Falls, NY 

• North Rockland CSD – Gallery built and furnished for Art exhibits at Central Administration 
Building. 

• Addition of YAM members to NYSATA state Advocacy Committee ( March 2015) 

• Emails to NYSATA members on a regular basis for YAM reporting. 

• Formation of new partnership for 2016 with the Mohawk Valley Center for the Arts  

• ( Little Falls) for a Teacher/Student YAM Show. 
http://www.nysata.org/assets/documents/NYSATANews/nysata%20news%20spring%2020
15%20revised%20final%20edition.pdf 

• Social Media Sites for NYS YAM: 

• https://www.facebook.com/YouthArtMonthNewYorkState 

• http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month 

 

 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tlVGagXb17X4LJc_Z7Iw86n4K5kAGAcvJlxZEz_eZ1w/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tlVGagXb17X4LJc_Z7Iw86n4K5kAGAcvJlxZEz_eZ1w/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tlVGagXb17X4LJc_Z7Iw86n4K5kAGAcvJlxZEz_eZ1w/edit
http://www.nysata.org/assets/documents/NYSATANews/nysata news spring 2015 revised final edition.pdf
http://www.nysata.org/assets/documents/NYSATANews/nysata news spring 2015 revised final edition.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/YouthArtMonthNewYorkState
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
http://www.nysata.org/youth-art-month
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- REGION 7                 SAMPLE  

Monticello & Middletown  CSD 

Over the course of the month we had students share their thoughts in writing about each other’s artwork. Students used digital images of their work 
attached to index cards and commented on process, ideas, struggles and achievements while creating the works. Students looked forward to hearing 
from their pen pals from another district and enjoyed the "old fashioned" form of communication. During the course of this adventure students also 
collaborated on creating artworks by starting a piece and letting their pen pal finish it. We look forward to expanding and improving on this concept 
next year with the idea of building bridges between our two urban communities. 

 Port Washington CSD 

Twenty of our K-12 students participated in the Nassau Art Supervisors Association All-County Art Show at Adelphi University on March 15th. 
Two of our elementary schools exhibited art at the Port Washington Public Library throughout the month of March. The exhibit featured Kindergarten 
works based on the art of Joan Miro, as well as First Grade three-dimensional sculptures with wire framing 
We also have exhibits in both of our Administrative Offices, as well as in the local post office.  

Liberty CSD 

Our Elementary/ Middle School County wide show opened the first Friday in March. Our Sullivan County High School Art Show opened March 28th as 
well. 
We received the honor of exhibiting in the juried Exposure National High School Photography Show with 7 out of the 70 pieces filled by Liberty 
photographers. 
National Art Honor Society of Liberty High School students finished and delivered their Literary chairs painted for the children's section of the Liberty 
Public Library! 

http://www.recordonline.com/article/20150331/NEWS/150339956/101140/NEWS 

https://www.facebook.com/103539909711531/photos/a.103589039706618.5052.103539909711531/830977760301072/?type=1&theater 
  
North Rockland CSD 
  
March 2 -March3 31: Art Exhibition Grades 1-12 in gallery space at the Kings Daughter's Library in Garnerville, NY. Very well received with great 
feedback on exhibition. Art Reception was well attended and many happy families and art students.  
  
Sculpture Night for Third Grade at the West Haverstraw Elementary School, in West Haverstraw, NY. Over 13 different sculpture-making activities for 
the third graders and their families. Over 20 Art Honor Society students helped man the activities. Incredible turn-out!  
  
Pine Bush 
 
Our district had 3 special events this year.  
We created an art display at local bank to promote youth art month and our upcoming district k-12 art show/empty bowls event and displayed art in 
our building 

 

 

http://www.recordonline.com/article/20150331/NEWS/150339956/101140/NEWS
http://www.recordonline.com/article/20150331/NEWS/150339956/101140/NEWS
https://www.facebook.com/103539909711531/photos/a.103589039706618.5052.103539909711531/830977760301072/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/103539909711531/photos/a.103589039706618.5052.103539909711531/830977760301072/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/103539909711531/photos/a.103589039706618.5052.103539909711531/830977760301072/?type=1&theater


Categories 2015 
2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 

Reports submitted 37 19 12 45 55 20 

# of Teachers 

Participating 

93/*207 233 162 208 255 20 

# of Events 88 62 42 53 24 45 

# of Counties with 

Events 

14 15 11 12 na na 

# of students reported 2550 reported (2845*) 3,855 na na na na 

In Kind Support 

Reported 

TT 

$3889.70 

Hours Donated:756 

 

$264.86 na na na na 

NYSATA LAS Budget ( 

As a YAM endorsed 

event) 

$2000* $2,000 $2,000 $2,000 $2,000 na 

NYSATA YAM Budget $500 $500 $500 $500 $500 na 

Total YAM Monies 

spent 

( reported, plus LAS 

and State Yam 

Budget) 

$6389.70 $2764.86 $2,500 $2,500 $2,500 na 

* Legislative Art Show – scheduled  and promoted for March – moved due to unforeseen 
circumstances 

Participation by categories including events, students, funding and volunteer support 



Contact your local and state officials to 
request proclamations using our 

templates provided! 

Both Assemblymen Brindisi, 
and Butler along with 

Senator Seward provided 
certificates for students 

participating in the 
Legislative Art Show and the 
Herkimer County Youth Art 

Month Show. 





Hilton Central School – Region 2 

PS#26 NYC 
students with 
Senator Avella for 
YAM 

NYS DOE #29 YAM Bookmarks - 
From lesson plan created for 2015 
by co chair Donnalyn Shuster 



6.Your YAM-Plan  

Tool Kit 



 
 

YAM Social 
Media Sites 

 

https://www.facebook.com/YouthArtMonthNewYorkState 

 

www.nysata.org 

 

Forms and electronic submissions 

here!  

We prefer your use of our Google form 

to report activities! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/YouthArtMonthNewYorkState
https://www.facebook.com/YouthArtMonthNewYorkState
http://www.nysata.org/


For More Information and General 

Questions…. 

• Contact State Co Chairs: 

 
– Julia Lang-Shapiro 

jlang@lbeach.org 
 

– Donnalyn Shuster 
–  dshuster@frankfort-schuyler.org 

– d_shuster@yahoo.com 

 

 

– Check the YAM section at www.nysata.org 

– YAM national info site ( NAEA link) 

 

mailto:jlang@lbeach.org
mailto:dshuster@frankfort-schuyler.org
mailto:dshuster@frankfort-schuyler.org
mailto:dshuster@frankfort-schuyler.org
mailto:d_shuster@yahoo.com
http://www.nysata.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=120949&orgId=nysata

